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Stretchy Universe Slime
Make the universe stretch and expand.

Did you know that our universe is stretching out in all directions? It's true! Ever since
the universe began about 13.8 billion years ago, it's been stretching out and
expanding. In the activity, you'll make your own stretchy universe slime.

What you need:

* Clear school glue

* 1 teaspoon of borax

* Water

* Red and blue food coloring

* Two bowls

* Measuring cups: 1/2 cup and 1 cup
e Glitter

*  Wax paper

Find this activity online and learn more by visiting NASA Space Place: http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/universe-slime
Find more fun activities at http://spaceplace.nasa.gov/menu/do.
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What to do:

1. In one bowl, mix 1/2 cup of glue with
1/2 cup of water. Stir it together; it
will mix nicely.

Note: You may also use white school
glue, but your universe slime will be
lightly colored and opaque.

2. Add food coloring to the glue and
water mixture. We used 6 drops of
blue and 3 drops of red to get a
nice, dark purple color.

3. In the other bowl, mix 1 teaspoon of
borax with 1 cup of lukewarm water.

4. Stir until the borax is dissolved. This
takes a while, so you have to be
patient. If you skip this step, your
slime will not come together very
well.

5. Stir, stir, stir, until you don't feel the
crunch of the solid bits of borax on
the bottom. The water will start to
look a little cloudy.
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6. Add the purple glue mixture to your
borax water, stirring slowly as you
pour it.

7. You'll see the slime start to form. Stir
as much as you can. Use your
hands to get in there and work it
around.

8. Take your glob of slime out of the
bowl and put it on your wax paper.
It's okay if there is some water left
behind.

9. lIt's time to add some glitter
galaxies! Flatten out your slime and
spread glitter over the top. You can
use any color or combination of
colors, but lighter ones will work
best because they will stand out
against the dark purple.
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10.Fold your slime in half to seal in the
glitter. Then press it out and fold it
over again.

11.Keep pressing and folding and
watch as the glitter spreads
throughout your slime.

12.Play with your handheld universe
and watch it stretch and expand!
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